
Councillor Michael Breslin  

Statement by Dr Christopher Mason, MBE 

I served as an elected local government councillor for 30 years, on Strathclyde Regional Council (1982 

– 1996) and on Glasgow City Council (1995 – 2012).   I am a Trustee of the Actual Reality Trust, which 

operated Castle Toward as an outdoor education centre from 1996 until 2013 and still provides 

outdoor education at Ardentinny.   From 2009 until September this year I represented the Trust in all 

our dealings with the senior officers of Argyll and Bute Council.  

 

I have known Michael Breslin since June 2012, when I had to ask for his assistance in dealing with 

senior officers of Argyll and Bute Council.   He was the right person to ask because he was at the time 

the lead member for Education in the new Council Administration, with political responsibility for the 

Council properties at Castle Toward and Ardentinny.   The problem on which I sought Councillor 

Breslin´s help was that the Trust had agreed to vacate Castle Toward and Mr. Hendry had proposed 

that we should buy Ardentinny off-market at a negotiated price; but when I declined to accept the 

grossly inflated price that Mr. Hendry was demanding, he refused to discuss the matter with me.   The 

only help I sought from Councillor Breslin was that he and the Leader of the Council should intervene 

to get Mr. Hendry to continue the negotiating process which he himself had initiated. 

 

I have three things to say about the complaints that Mr. Hendry and his colleagues have made against 

Councillor Breslin and about the way in which these complaints have been investigated by the 

Standards Commissioner, Mr. Thomson. 

 

The first is that over 30 years of dealings with many councillors, I have found Michael Breslin to be 

among the very best.   He is absolutely honest, transparent in all his dealings, and fearless in the 

independence and tenacity with which he pursues matters of concern to his constituents.   He finds 

himself the target of these complaints only because he carried out his duty as an elected councillor.   

The suggestion that his conduct fell short of the ethical standards that the public expect of their 

elected representatives is absurd; and it is significant that the only people who have ever complained 

about the way he has carried out his duties are the council employees whom he has held to account.   

If what he has done is judged to have been a breach of the Code of Conduct, there is something 

seriously wrong with the Code and/or with the judgement of those charged with administering it. 

 

The second is that I had dealings with Mr. Hendry from 1996 (when I was appointed to represent 

Glasgow City Council on the Joint Management Committee for Castle Toward, Ardentinny, and 

Achnamara) and with Mrs. Loudon from 2009.   In my experience they are both bullies and entirely 

untrustworthy.   The Hearing Panel should study carefully the attached Witness Statement and 

Appendices which were sent to Mr. Thomson in April this year.    They should pay particular attention 

to paragraphs 8 to 20 of the Witness Statement which describe in detail the false accounts that Mr. 

Hendry has given of his own dealings regarding Castle Toward.   The Hearing Panel should also know 

that Mrs. Loudon, in addition to failing to take any action on Actual Reality´s complaints against Mr. 

Hendry, has said that my account of his misconduct is false but has been unable to provide an 

alternative account of what occurred. 

 

My third point is that my Witness Statement was sent to Mr. Thomson in April.   I had a meeting with 

him on 30 May on another matter and mentioned to him that the potted history of the Council´s 

dealings regarding Castle Toward that he had been given by Mrs. Loudon and Mr. Hendry was 
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essentially false.   I asked him whether he intended to correct it in his final Decision Note and he said 

that the matter was not important.   I find it most peculiar that the Commissioner for Ethical Standards 

in Public Life should regard an allegation that complainants had lied to him as a matter of no 

importance.   Mr. Thomson did absolutely nothing to investigate my allegation.    

 

The Hearing Panel will also note that I stated my willingness to give evidence in person and to be cross-

examined; but I understand that the Commissioner was anxious that this case should be settled 

without any witnesses being examined.    This seems to me to be most regrettable and not at all in the 

interests of justice.   Mr. Thomson´s report to the Standards Commission seems to me to take no 

account of the very difficult circumstances created for elected members of Argyll and Bute Council by 

the obstructive and intimidatory conduct of Mrs. Loudon and Mr. Hendry: a thorough examination of 

witnesses would have exposed this deficiency. 

 

C M Mason 

17 October 2016 
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