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Editor , It is 
disappointing to note 
inaccuracies in a lett e r 
t o your newspaper 
f rom Councillor 
Mic ha e l Bres lin, 
another in a: series of 
constant attempts to 
personalise the actions 
that the council takes 
to combat t h e real 
challenges facing our 
communities . 

All decisions taken by 
Argyll and Bute Council 
ar e done so through the 
recognised governance 
arrangements and 
democratic processes 
of the council. Neither 
r nor any othe r 
individual councillor 
has executive authority 
in relation to council 
business. 

To imply otherwise is 
far from correct. 

The facts are that our 
council needs to invest 
in the future and create 
prosperity as well as 
making savings where 
possible. We ar e going 
through a process at 
the moment to identify 
options for achieving 
this, taking time to 
work together and 
ensure that t he right 
decisions are made. No 
decisions have been 
made yet other than 
to set up a project 

board which will bring 
forward proposals for 
consideration. The 
project board includes 
administration and 
opposition councillors 
as well as trade union 
members , and ther e 
will b e a workshop 
which will involve all 
elected members and 
others . 

Throughout this 
whole process th er e 
h ave b een, th e re 
are and there will 
b e opportunities for 
everyone in Argyll and 
Bute to share t h eir 
views - all councillors, 
our staff and everyone 
who li ves in o ur 
communi ties . These 
are the fact s. 

It i s not correct 
t o say that there is 
£50m-plus which will 
not be consider ed as 
part of this process. 
Councillor Breslin will 
receive the information 
h e has reques t ed at 
the same time tha t 
project board members 
receive papers about 
taking forward the 
work within th e 
established governance 
arrangements of the 
council. 

It is not the case that 
councillors' salaries will 
be protected from the 

savings exercise. 
What is true is that 

coun cil services have 
been asked to consider 
options and ways of 
achieving savings . No 
de cisions have been 
made about cuts to 
adult care or, indeed, 
any other individu al 
service. To suggest this 
does a disservice not 
only to our colleagues 
who are doing thi s 
difficult work but also 
to our communit i es 
who rely on adult care 
services and the staff 
who provide them. 

After se rving t his 
community for a lmost 
forty years I am very 
aware of the priorities 
of people in Argyll and 
Bute. At a tirne when 
we face considerable 
c h a llen ges , th a t 
remains my focus. 

I agreed to lead the 
council and to work to 
provide strong local 
government in Argyll 
and Bute. I believe that 
the best way to address 
t h ose challenge s i s 
by working together 
as a strong collective 
who, together and 
individu a lly, have 
Argyll and Bute's best 
interests at heart. 

Cllr Dick Walsh, 
Council Leader 

some action regarcung 
the crumbling Dunoon 
Pier . 

What it n eed s, 
though, is a us eful 
purpose in life to ensure 
future investment in its 
upkeep; 

The pier is Dunoon's 
single most iconic 

·structure, and if there 
are to be no r egular 
ferry services running . 
from it, perhaps there 
is another function that 
would make use of the 
water. 

The latest inves t
ment is good news in · 
the meantime. 

· Hustings 
Yol! can r ead aU 

about it elsewhere in 
this week's edition, so 
I'm not going to get into 
the ;hustings meeting. 

I just want to thank 
the candidates and 
audience for making 
time to come along, and 
also to Max Barr, who 
had an entertaining 
evening as chairman. 

Th e effo rt s o f 
everyone at the 
11e w spa p e r who 
contributed to the 
event is also much 
appreciated. 

And fin ally, the 
council provided the 
Queen's Hall as a venue 
that did the job very 
well indeed, so thanks 
to our local authority 
and staff. 

·Colin Ca.merqn. 
editor@dtmoon.~ · 
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